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% UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
- : REGION Vi

CALLAS, TEXAS 75270

- NOV 08 1977

Mr. Howard

Lear Mr. Busby:

Thank you for your letter regarding an air poilution problem at chemical
Plants at Chocolate or Gulfco and a barge repair facility at Chromalloy,
which you veported to us by letter dated October 20, 1977, nr. Stanley
H, Sprulell of my staff reported your complaint to Hr. Rick Blackney of
the Texas Alr Control! Board.

The Texas Afr Contrel Board has adopted regulations to control the
enission of air contaminants within the State of Texas. The ¢. S. Clean
Alr Act has charged the State and local agencies with the primary respon-
stbility for controtltng air pollutfon at it source, For this reason
At ts our policy to work with the State in resolving such cases. By
‘Copy of this letter to the State agency, we are requesting that they
kidke- the necessary investiyations of yeur cemplaint, and to advise you
and this office of developients to resolve this problem within thirty
{30) days of the date of this letter,

We trust this problem can be resolved and hope you will continue to
{nform us and the State when you find such problems. The address of the
appropriate State agency to report such problems s as follows:

Texas Afr Control Board
Region 7

5655 Wast Loop, Suite 300
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Telephone: (713) 666-4954

If there are further probileiis, please call Stanley d. Sprufell at {214)
749-7675, o .

Gl Z, o ECENED

Carl E. Edlund, Chief - ' WY 10 |
Alr Comp{ance Branch WOV 20 isr
Reol i 7
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Investiga 16-84T-2
Chromalleoy, Gu:l.roo Division December 1, 1977
Freeport, Bngpria Comty, Texas Page 2

The primarvy ﬁi:rjooe of the investigation cn Degember 1, 1977 was to
investigate s gomplaint againet the compeny. The secondary purpose
vus to complets an BIP investigation.

L i

Complaint Fo.: 131106

Oo Rovenbar T, 1977 this office received & complaint that vas originated
by Mr. Howard'J. Pushy of Fresport. It wes agelnst Chromalioy for aust

from sandblasting operstions. MNr. Busby wrote s letter to EPA Region VI,
Dellias, vho romaad the complaint to the Texms Aly Contrel Board Austin
orﬁ.u.

Mr. Busby was guntected by telsphone on Hovember 22, 1377 after several
uns ful attenpts to find him st home. Arreogements were made to
vieit him mdtho Chronalloy facility on Decembar 1, 1977, The plent
vizsit was \mannmmud.

« Busbty Nportad that Chromalley vas causing a oulseoce by sallowing
aand:bmti.ng suigsions to go uncontrolled and cover his home eand car.
Mr. Busby lives e¢n County Road 756 {wmpaved) ~ 1/2 mile 8. W..of
Chrpuatlor's mnmr.

A viait was lldl to G:mmlloy'l facility and Mr, Charles Taoner, Dir-
actor of Persommel and Bafety, wvas interviewed. Mr. Teoner reported
that the current business was ~ 508 shipyard construction and & 50%
other febriestion. Bsniblasting wes done for fneidantel Lopair work
only, but 1t was reported that sooe sandblesting had taken place every
day for the past yesr.

My, Tantier sasked wvho the complainant was and I informead him &» legally
required. Heo esid thet Mr. Bushy had coopleined to Chromalloy before
about trucks haring up the rosd in front of his bouse, but that this
wvas the firetjpown complaint sandblasting emissions, There wves no
sandblasting estivity ocourring on the dsy of lnspsction,

Although it appears unlikely, becsause of the complsipants! locatlon

{~ 1/2 mile B.¥. snd near 4irt rosd}, that sandblasting cpersticns are
osusing s nuisance, I have ssked for the company to deley sendbleating
cperaticos viamever wind conditions conld cause a potentiml nuizance.

Copliance with applicedble regulations-

Fegulation I
101 ~ In compliance
Hon-p.gocus #0lid waste is ddsposed of by privats contractor.

In compliance

Thers are Do sources,

103.1, 103,

105,82 - In eulrpumc
This. facility 1is probebly not in complience duﬂng heavy
sandblasting operations. Howvever, this facility will be
carried as in conplisnce unleas sampling shows othervise,
Supl’.na ney be requasted I t'urthcr couplaintl are recelved, -

Regulation II.JII, & ¥ - Iu compliance
= There are no significant sources.

mm.uon VI -\ In compliance
Y This facility was inltially- constructed in 1969 and




. e lisniﬂom nodifiostions or additlons to the facility minee then
wers reported, :

.

BRI

. ;,f./{f .
Gene Speller .

Environmental Hwalth Specialist
Reglon VIZ
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lavestigatorts Corments 116-847-9
Charcaalloy, Sulfce Divisics De¢ember 1, 1977
. ¥resport, Bnppvru Comty, Texas Page 2

%

The primary mou of the investigation ou December 1, 197T was to
inveytigate & oouplaint sgainst the otwpany. The sscondary purpose
vas to aonplete an OIF investigation.

Ly

Ca Sovenber T, 197T thie office received s camplaint that was originsted
by Mr. Eoward J. Busty of Fresport. It wes agsinet Chromsllay for Sust
from ssndblasting opersticns, Mr. Busty wrote s letter to EPA Reglon VI,
Dellas, who foywarded the complaint to the Texas Alr Control Board Austin
atfice, ) .

Mr. Busby vas ¢ontacted by telsphone oo Noveuber 22, 1977 after sevarsl
weuccessful attampts to find bim at home, Arrsngements vers pads to
visit bim ead the Chromalley facility oo Decenber 1, 1977. The plsnt
vislt vas unansoumced.

Hr, Busby reported that Caropalloy was causing & oulsence by alloving
vandblaeting emlssions to go uncontrolled and ecver his hops and car.
Mr. Busbty l{ves on County Road 756 {vnpsved) ~ 1/2 mile §, ¥..of
Chromalloy's fsoility.

A vislt vas wade to (hromalloy's facility snd Mr. Charles Tanner, Dir-
actor of Persopnel and Bafety, vas interviewed, Mr. Tanner reported
that the current buainecss was % 50% shipysrd construation end & 50%
other febrication. Sanddlasting wes Sons for incidsntal repaiyr vork
only, but it was reported that moos vanddlesting hed taken pluce every
day for the past year.

Mr, Tonner seked vho the compleinant wes snd I informed him as logally
required. Ee sald that Mr. Busby had compleined to Chromalloy before
about trucks tearing up the road in froot of his house, but that this
was the irst known complaint sandblasting entiselons. Thars ves no
swdblasting agtivity oocourring cu the day of inspecticn.

Although it appesars unlikely, bacause of the complainants' location

{v 1/2 mile B,¥W. and nesr 4irt road), that sandvlasting cperstions are
aavsing a nuissnce, I Bave asked for the conpany to delsy sandblesting
oporations vhenever vind conditions eould causs s potential nutsence.

Compliance vl.th applicable regulatione~

Regulstifon I .-
101 = In compliauzce

Non-process solid vaste i3 disposed of by privete contractor.

R - In compliance -
Thers are oo sources.

103.1, 103

o
105.2 - In gompliance

This facility is probabdbly not in ocmplience during hesvy
sandblusting operations, However, this Teollity will be
carried as in complisnce wiless wampling shows otherwise.
au;‘a’.m; zay be requested if further complainis are received,

I, & ¥ = In compliance
There ars 20 eignificent sources.

Regulation ?I-_'@In complisnce
M.This faeility wes initially. constructed in 1969 and
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n!ptw'lsi--mto 116-867-9
somalloy, Oulfee Divisloen Tecenver 1, 1377
sreeport, Bruzcria County, Tezas Page 2
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-
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The primary purpese of the investigatios ou Desember I, 1977 wase to

forestigate & eomplaiot againet the cowpany. Toe ncand-ry purpose
vas to ec-plcu an BIF investigetica,

Complaint l’o..mlﬁ

Oa Bovesbey T. 1911 this office Teteived s coplaint that vas originated
vy Mr., Eoverd J, Busty of Freeport, I\ was ageiost Chromallar for dust
from sandblestinmg opersticns, ¥Hr. Busty vrots & latter to EFA Beglon ¥I,
Daliae, vho forwardsd the complaint to tbe Texas ALz Controd Board Austin
office. ,:j.'

Mr. Dushy vas '&mm«: by telaphons on Novewbder 22, 1977 sfter seversl
nstcceseul atteazpts to find kim &t bome, Arrsogementa very kede to
visit him and the Chromalloy facility on Decesber 1, 1977. The plant
.yisit vas wmapnounced.

Hr. Bushy reported that Chroualloy wes osueing & vufsenss by sllaving
sandblasting smissiony to go wncontyolled snd eover hig hone snd car.
Mr. Dusby lives on Cowmty Rosd 756 {umpaved) ~ 1/2 nile 8, VW, of
Chrpnalloy's feollity.

A vieit wae mads to Chromalloy‘s faoility and Mr. Charles Tapnar, Dir-
sctor of Pervoamel and Eafety, was intervievwd., Mr. Tanoer reported
that the ourrent business was & 505 shiprerd construction end + 50%
other fabricaticn. Sandblesting wvas &me for locidental cepaly work
only, but it was reported thet acme vanddlasting had taken plece svery
day for the past year.

Hr. Tanner ssked vho the complainent wus and I informed him ss legally
required, He satd that Mr., Bushy had complsined to Chromelloy before
about trusks tesring up the roed ju fromt of his houss, but thet this
vas the first kuovn oomplaint sandblasting sntssicns, Thers wvas no
sandblasting m:ﬂw ooourring on the day of inspection.

Although it qmnn wnlikely, because of thc coupiainents’ locaticn

{% 1/2 uils 6.,¥, and sesr 4irt rosd), that sandblasting operations are
asuwsing & tulsadce, 1 have asked for the company to dalay sandblaesting
operations u’ncamr viod conditioss oould causs s potential nuisaace.

Complisnce vith sppliceble yegulations-
Regulation I "_
101 - In ommpliance

lon-pn«u s0lld weste is sposed of by private contractor.

103.1, 103.1 = In compliance
There are ©o sources.

10%.2 = In mpum
This facility te probabdly not h complinnos during heavy
sandblesting operstione., Hovever, this Ceoility will Le
oarried sz in complisnce wmless sampliing shovs othervise.
!unung may be requasted If further ccaplainis ere recelved.

Regulation IT,; nI & ¥ = In complisnon
4 Thare are uo efgnificant eources.

Fagulation VI 3 In eomplisnos
‘l\:l- faoility ves initislly constructed in 1969 and




Senator Schwartz has requested that I forward to you the

enclosed copies of correspondence between the Senator and
one of his constituenta, Mr. lloward Busby, rcgarding hic

complaint against the operations of a company by the name
of “Gulfco®, located in the Scnator's district.

Senator Schwartz would appreciate your agency investigating
Myr. Busby's complaint and having a report of the findings
forwarded to Mr. Busby and the Senator.

Thank you for your assistancc in thia matter.

o Sincérely,
. N Richard L. Reed
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September 25, 1974

A R, SCHWARTZ
GALYEITON, BRATORIA, MATAGOUDA, CALHOUN,
ARANSAS AND HARRIS COUNTIES

“Chairman: - JURISPRUPBENCE

RECEIVED™ &5

ADMIN
Mr. Charles Barden
Executive Director Sep 30 19H
Texas Air Contxol Board

: . Reol o

8520 'Shoal Creek Blvd. ! .
Austin, Texas 16 AR CONROL BOARD Y, ), A A
Dear Mr. Barden: . : iy@1é}£&} £
Senator Schwartz has requested that I forward to you the '.1,¢

enclosed copies of correspondence between the Senator and
one of his constituents, Mr. Howard Busby, regarding his
complaint against thé operations of a company by the name
of “"Gulfcoe", located in the Senator's district.

Senator Schwartz would appreciate your'agency'investigating
Mr. Busby's complaint and having a report of the findings
forwarded to Mr. Busby and the Senator.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

ﬁfiw o __';_Sinc.rely,
P “Richard L. Reed

aide

enclosures
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Dear Mr, Busby: _ ‘
1 apologize for the delay In answering your letter but 1 have been out
of the c¢ity a great deal catehing up on my law practice since the Con-
stitutional Couvention adjsurned, I have sent iples of your letter
‘with n cover letter requesting fnventipation by the Adr Pollut{on Roard
as well as the Texas Water Quality. Board end sincerely believe that
something positive will be done by one or toth of those agencicn,

It nothing material occurs {o solve your problemn, please contact me

again ond be certain that you contact State Representative Neil Caldwell

in Angleton also, -

Sincerely yours,

A R, Schwartz

ARS/mw .

T&E 000747
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: Sebtember 23, 1974

e Ee gy Baransmgn.

t

"I apologize for the delay in angwering your letter but Y have been out
of the city a great deal catching up on my law practice since the Con-
stitutional Convention adjsurned, ' I have sent 2qpies of your letter
‘with a cover letter requesting investigation by the. Alr Pollution Board
88 well as the Texas Water Quality:Board and gincerely believe that
something positive will be done by one or Loth of those agencies,

Dear Mr, Busby: . i

. %,

If nothing material occurs to soli'é your problem, please contact me
again and be certain that you contact State Representative Neil Caldwell

in Angleton also, ‘ .

Sinc érely_ yours,

A,R. Schwartz

ARS/mw - : .
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The Honorable A, R. Schwartz,
Room 326, Cnpitol Bullding,
Capitol SHtatten

Austin, Texnn '/ﬁ?Ol .

Sir:

1 am writing to see if something can be dono about an
extyremely onnrous situation that exists near my home on
County Road 746 in the Bridge Harbor addition off Hiway
332 at the Jurlaide bridege. :

Saveral yenrs ango o company styled Gulfco built a barge

;epair-facility about a uart;i af a m;%e bi%?nddmy hog;o.

e A Y P I b 7 (g 410 iﬁ}d&ﬂ_,g sdugpiyhere ey dump chen-
Gieh ) 161 %ﬁﬁ s ouy of tha barges. They are also

- dunping scrap motals, etc. ori the same jocatiom. They

probably do not have a permit for the operation as T cannot
visulize any public official grantlng such a permit.

The road 1n front of our house has becomc a dangerous speed-
way for the employces of that firm. Cars and trucks go by
up to 70 to 8O miles an hour. We did have 30 mile speed
14mit signs installed to no availe.

-The*ocnpany-n&nowsand-baaata~1n¢ r and we are plagued
with the dust from that operatlion. They also spray bottom
paint in the open air and we are forced to breath that poison,

In moving 60 and 80 ton crancs on tne road they have complete-
1y destroyed it time ana again., It has been keptdg:nmrepair
and resurftced onEE“In“theufive&7éﬁf§‘1“ﬁavc*1ivé néres

The owner of the company, Gulfco, has no respect for the
environment. amd I cortainty have no respect for him or his
operation. My neighbors and I have determined because of
«tpeipitoundtances ;=50 -have -his operatlon I_?;cought to a halte

It is the unly commercial operation in the midst of a resi-

dential arta. If the clty and county officials had any int2ll-

jgence at nll, the operatlion would not be permitted. However,

because thoy cmploy people, 4t is presumed to be beneficial

to the aren. ost Houston people when 1t 45 supggested they

'lé}l}ild ardbuvedn «the. areas1®GENT ¥ They'wero-econsiderabl sArter
en. ke
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The Honorable A. R. Schwartz,
Room 326, Cnpitol Building,
Capltol Statien

Austin, Texnn ?6701.

Sir:

I am writing to sece if something can be done about an .
extremely onerous situation that exists near my home ©n
County Road 746 in the Bridge Harbor addition off Hiway
332 at the SurlCside bridge. :

Several years ago a company styled Gulfco built a barge
repair facility about a quarter of a mile beyond my house.

havaPi i Aschonicalid fsposaliduiptatiere Tty dunp chem~

tiisr Tiquids out of the barges. They are also
dumping scerap metals, etc. on the same locationm. They
probably do not have a permit for the operation as I cannot
visulize any public official granting such a permit.

The road in front of our house has become a dangeyous speed-
way for the employees of that firm. Cars and trucks go bY
up to 70 to BO miles an hour. We did have 30 mile speed
1imit signs installed to no availe .

‘Thuwcompanymn&aousandﬁhlastsuanﬁxhewnpenma;r and we are plagued
with the dust from that operation. They also spray bottom
paint in the open air and we are forced to breath that poison.

In moving 60 aud 80 ton cranes on the road they have conplete~
1y destroyed it time ana again, It has been kept, in repair

gt

and resurfeced oﬁﬁﬁ“iﬁﬁtheﬁfivéﬁﬁ%ﬁié“f“ﬁﬁﬁé“fiﬁ@d heten

The owner of the company, Gulfco, has no respect for the
environment; and I certalnly have no respect for him or his
opergt}gn: My nelghbors and I have determined because of v,,/
et hsEE I TEURERNEGs M Eohaveshis gporakis n,brought, to.a halbe.,,.

; _ T DT N AR AT
1t is the only commercial operation in the mldst of a resi-
dential ar:a. If the city and county officials had any intelle
igence at nll, the operation would not be permitted. However,
pecause thoy employ people, it 1s presumed to be beneficial
o the area. Most Housten people when i1t is suggested they
buildad:buvainsthesay SHETEREh PR THE Y rwereloons 1derably.guarter
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L Investigation C

Onthisdatenoeountappmw be in compliancs,

‘Stack ...i.s.. Pollutant Sempled for: Particulate.
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TEXAS AIR CONTROL BOARD .. -
uroe Surveillance lnvestigator's Report .
S o

Complaint: ¢




. Dedember & 19Tk

“dend doapariy {8 responsibility for: the tha black smokd b
g ruidm_ dapopited onthe surrcunding premiace . My _‘l!a.nmﬁﬁ
1 J.a.ck_l deposits ‘on his 'buildinaa

Yerred that the tire’ m been. mu ’13
' ,L;A- denied any’ omi_.ssions on“this: da_ta__




December 4, ].9'{14
Page 2

Jgfonhtho Gult%o * Ine. racility vere covering his boax vith
- making him cough :and cause his throat to be asitatoq
diﬂ_dbsarvt a black carbon-typu residue spottins thn

Hr. B L AN _ j.'si.d.en_ » was contacted and ma.de avare that
: complal ol i Jodged asu.tnat. his operstion. The most recent

to oi.t.her re’but or explain the complaints. Mr. Tanner
- dented his company's responsibility for the. the bleck smoke
t restdua deposited on the surrounding premisea. Mr. Tenne
tinvestigator the same black depoaits.on his bulldings thet
the complaimt's boat and related that earlier that morning
s 19T4) a large boat in the Intercoastal Canal just off - his
pitted large _qmtities of black scoty material. -Mr. Tanner

Gerges ‘aince’the. ‘pravicus day. OJulfco had cxpérianced a'amll fire
s u.i;.dins about D700 on December &, 10Th that had.

i Mr. '!anner d.enied any emissions on this date but did admi
perat1on eonld’ conceivably cause a nuieence to hie neighbor
'reminded that he was open to'eivil sults by irdividuals’ a.m‘l.
s Alr Control Board {TACB) conld and would record nuiuanco;g
hon thay, ccumd Mr.:Tanner said that he would try teo: cmai

i

- Eovirommental Heall Speciii;l.iu__'

';_Jaﬁuary'éé. 1974
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